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On Acquisition of Verb-Object
Construction in Second Language
Chinese Learners of English

Ya-Wen Hsu*

Abstract

Inspiring from a foreigner’s post on the Facebook, who put the suffix —
ing between the verb nian “study’ *% and the object Shuo Shi ‘master degree’
#8 2 to compose a sentence Wo Zheng Zai Nian-ing Shuo Shi ‘I’'m working
on my master degree.” This paper therefore aims to investigate how verb-
object construction behaves since the sentence demonstrates above actually
can be put in another way, which might be a more nature one to most
of the Taiwanese, as in Wo Zheng Zai Nian Shuo Shi-ing 2\ & A& /L
ing ‘I'm working on my master degree.” The different sentence
production of verb-object construction between Taiwanese and second
language Chinese learner of English native speakers thus became the topic of
this paper.

It should be noted beforehand that the verb-object constructions here

refer to the two-morpheme-composed words, e.g. dan Xin ‘worry’ # .. By

* % 102.02.20 jz % > 102.05.30 % & id i o
* Department of English, National Taiwan Normal University
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administrating two grammatical judgment tasks, the result shows that in all
the conditions, the subjects in target group are more likely to go through the
syntactical process when they are dealing with verb-object constructions. On
the contrary, the subjects in control group, i.e. Taiwanese, are more likely
processing verb-object constructions semantically. In this case, L1 influence
can be used to serve as the plausible explanation to account for why the
subjects in target group have higher acceptance rate in separated usage of
verb-object constructions than control group’s subjects do. Furthermore, the
results of the tasks also show that the verb-object construction with higher
word frequency is more likely to go through the process of lexicalization
which will further influence the transitivity of the verb-object constructions.
In other word, if the subjects prefer united usage of verb-object constructions,
they will tend to accept the united form of verb-object constructions and do
not care whether a verb-object construction in the sentence is transitive or
intransitive itself. The preferred usage of verb-object constructions thus can

be observed.

Key words : second language acquisition, verb-object construction, L1

influence, lexicalization
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1. Introduction

It is well known that the analysis on Chinese Verb-Object construction
(henceforth VOC) up to date is still controversial. Since some VOCs can work
together as a word-like form and can meanwhile act separately as a
phrase-like form, the distinction between the two is thus rather fuzzy. This
fuzzy distinction may be more obscure when a VOC is functioning as a verb,
e.g. dan-xin ni 4 < 7% *worry about you’ versus dan ni de xin # % cr3.< ‘worry
about you’. While some researchers claim that this kind of verb-object
constructed verb (VOCV for short) should be treated as a lexical unit (Packard,
2000), others deem it as a phrase i.e.VOCV is merely the phrase which
constitute with a verb and an object (Paul, 1988; Sybesma, 1999).
Consequently, numerous in-depth researches have accumulated centering on
the VOV identity distinction.

However, among which, the acquisition process of VOCV is a relatively
little discussed area; it is not until recent years that this topic gains researchers’
attention. Unlike other usages of verbs, which can be distinguished roughly in
terms of its transitivity; VOCV, which is more complicated due to its feature
of being separable, is predicted as potential difficulties during the process of
Chinese learning and thus attracting researchers to probe this area of VOCV.

Drawing upon the previous investigations on Chinese learner of
Indonesian and Korean making use of VOCV done by Yi (2007), Fang (2008)
and Wang (2008), this paper aims to further the scope by comparing the

performance between Chinese native speakers’ and Chinese learner of English
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native speakers’ use of VOCV so as to answer the following research
questions. First, in what way do Chinese native speakers (CNS) and English
native speakers (ENS) differ in dealing with VOCVs in Mandarin? As VO
compound word or VO phrase? Is the identity of the morpheme mattered or is
the frequency of the word mattered? Will L1 influence play a role? Second,
which is the preferred usage of VOCV to CNS and ENS? Will they prefer to
use it with separated form or not? These questions will be answered in terms

of the result from two Grammaticality Judgment tasks.

In the following content, some pervious papers’ reviews will be included
as background information in session two. After the reviews, methodology
session and results come next. Finally, some possible explanations and

limitations will be included in the discussion part.

2. Literature Review

The formation of a compound has been an intriguing topic which attracts
lots of linguists devoting themselves into the studies relating to compounds.
Compounds, a lexical unit yet is composed by two or more linguistic parts,
fascinate linguists to explore due to its quality of lacking the grammatical
marks expressing what is the relation of its inner structure and how the
structure obtained. In other words, the relation between the components in a
compound is not shown on the surface, e.g. “gun wound”, the wound caused
by the gun, “hand wound”, the wound on the hand, and so forth. Moreover,

since the meaning of the compounds usually cannot be obtained by
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decomposing its components, which became another reason that compound
formation has been under the spotlight for a long time. Since there are various
types of compounding constructions, it should be emphasized that the scope
of this article is mainly focusing on the verb-object construction in Mandarin

Chinese of which constituted with two morphemes.

It should be noticed by then that this article used the term “construction”
instead of compound or phrase, since the distinction between VO phrase and
VO compound has been a controversial issue for a long time. Tracing back to
one of the early detailed discussion done by Chao (1968) who even classified
VOCs in different categories, but the distinction between VO phrase and VO
compound is still not clearly defined; consequently, various claims are
purposed since then. The core of the arguments usually lies in the separated
usage of VOCs. Some linguists (Paul, 1988 ; Sybesma, 1999) suggest that due
to the situation that the verb part of the VO compound can be separated from
its so called object part, it is then plausible to assume that VO constructions
are actually merely a verb-object phrase. However, the tricky part lies in the
morpheme within a VO compound could be free or bound. Therefore, if one
of the elements is bound morpheme it will be hard to contend that a VOC is a
phrase since bound morpheme cannot stand alone, it should be a compound

word though Verb element can be split form Object element.

Although the categories of VOCs are still rather fuzzy, some criteria
determining whether a VOC is a compound word or not still be rendered

agreeable in the accumulated literature (Li&Tompson,1989; Fang, 2008;
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Wang,2008). According to Li & Thompson, a VOC is usually intransitive,
moreover, a VOC is considered a VO compound word if one of the
components or both components of the VOC is bound morphemes. Secondly,
if the whole lexical items contained its own semantic meaning and usually
used as a lexical unit without too much separated usage, then the VOC is
considered a compound word. From the criteria above, there is one point
worth mentioning. Though the criteria above seemed agreeable, the one
stating that “a VOC is usually intransitive” should be reconsidered since it
does not explain why some VOCs are transitive. Obviously, the transitivity of
the united usage of the VOC is another issue since some VOCs are transitive,
some VOCs are not. The united usage of VOC is thus another difficulty for
Chinese second language learners. E.g. we can say guan xin ni ‘care about
you’ R o %F instead of *guan ni xin ‘care about you’ R %a’r &, The
experiment conducted earlier by Yi (2007) also shown that it is indeed

difficult for Indonesians to acquire the united usage of VOCs.

Complex it would be, Packard (2000) purposes a plausible account who
states that the diversity of the transitivity of the VOVs can be explained in
terms of the process of lexicalization. According to Cabrera et al. (1998),
lexicalization is defined as the process creating items out of syntactic units. In
this case, Chinese idioms can be a good example since Chinese idioms are
usually syntactic constructions that lose their compositionality and acquire a
new idiosyncratic content. Behaving similar to Chinese idioms, VOCVs thus

can be examined from the point of view of lexicalization.
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3. Methodology

3.1 Experiment design

There are two grammaticality judgment (GJ) tasks administrated in this
paper which aims to examine the performance on dealing Mandarin
Verb-Object constructed verbs (henceforth VOCV ) between Chinese learners
of English and native Chinese speakers. The term “VOCV” here is defined as
a verb of which composing with a verb and an object-like noun and the
syntactical structure or identification of the VOCV is only used as the
description of subjects’ perception to the VOCVs, i.e. VOCV is perceived by
the subjects as an independent lexical item or a separable VO composed

phrase.

As for the material, the target VOCVs in two GJ tasks are shown below
in table 1, which is selected and classified in terms of four features as
following: 1. [t transitive] 2. [+ separable] 3. [+ free morpheme]
4.[ £frequent-used word]. Since most of the separable VOCVs are intransitive,
the preferred usage of the VOCVs thus can be observed in terms of the first
two features of VOCVs; meanwhile, the third and the fourth feature are set up
to examine which of each might be the main factor making subjects split the
VOCV or stick to use VOCV as a word. Moreover, trying to eliminate the
variables, all the test items of VOCV are composed with a verb with a fixed
object-like noun Xin ‘heart’ and are in the same sentence pattern in GJ task

worksheet. In other words, the distinction between [+free morpheme] and
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[-free morpheme] is depending on the verb part right before the fixed noun
Xin. Finally, it should be noted that since the word frequency in this paper
should be obtained from people’s daily life, google engine thus is the source

of the word frequency in table 1.

Table 1. Classification of VO structured words

Frequent .
. 14,400,000
[+ transitive]
less frequent o
1,560,000 ‘
[+ separable] Frequent .
[P ANN
. 23,300,000 ’
[- transitive]
less frequent .
[+free 2,150,000
morpheme] Frequent B
. 51,300,000
[+ transitive]
less frequent &
1,400,000
[- separable] Frequent @
. 156,000,000
[- transitive]
less frequent -
18,200,000
Frequent
%:u
[- free g 39,400,000
[+ separable] | [+ transitive]
morpheme] less frequent s
1 no
1,420,000
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Frequent
3,020,000

[+ separable] | [- transitive]
less frequent

418,000

Frequent
[- free 152,000,000

[+ transitive]
morpheme] less frequent

24,300,000

[- separable] Frequent
18,900,000

[- transitive]
less frequent

13,400,000

3.1.1 Participants

Native English speakers are target subjects and totally twenty two
subjects from NTNU are recruited who are further classified into two groups.
One is advanced Chinese learner group constituting with twelve people with
mean age 23.5 and 2.5 years of Chinese learning experience; the other group
is consisted with ten Chinese learning beginners who learned Mandarin for
4.5 months and the mean age of them is 22.8. In addition to the target subjects,
control group of native Chinese speakers are also recruited. Trying to
understand whether second language learning of English will be the factor to

influence the grammatical judgment toward Chinese VOCV or not, control
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group is divided into two in terms of age. One of the groups is consisted with
seventeen children with mean age 11.5 and all the children have been learning
English for three years in WanFu elementary school; the other group contains
fifteen adults with the mean age 50.6 and has no second language learning
experience. All the subjects are required to complete a questionnaire
containing two GJ tasks. The procedures of the tasks and the hypotheses will

be further illustrated task by task in the next section.

3.1.2 Procedures

Task one is designed to see the degree of lexicalization in terms of the
transitivity and how two groups of subjects perceive VOCVs. Since most of
the VOCVs are intransitive, if a sentence get higher acceptance when the
VOCYV within the sentence is followed by external object, that target VOCV is
more likely to be deemed as a lexical unit. Therefore, task one is aimed to see
between the two features ([£ free morpheme] and [tfrequent-used word]),
which is the stronger factor dominating the process of lexicalization
regardless the original categories in table one. It should be also mentioned that
each target VOCV is positioned in the same sentence structure, as (1) shows,

so as to low down the variables.

(1) wo dan xin zhe jian shi
I worry-heart this thing
‘I worry about this matter’
ApLpiEE

-10 -
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In the questionnaire, sixteen sentences are listed with four scales
provided (Four scales: 1 completely acceptable 2 somewhat acceptable 3
somewhat unacceptable 4 completely unacceptable). The participants are
required to judge the grammaticality of these sixteen sentences, each of which
contains a target VOCV item. The result is then analyzed in terms of the latter
two features of the four mentioned above; one is that whether the verb
element of the VOCV is bound or free morpheme, the other is the occurring
frequency of the VOCV in daily life use of Taiwan. It should be also
mentioned that the first two scales will be calculated together as the rate of

acceptable, and the last two scales will be counted as unacceptable.

While task one deal with the relationship between the transitivity and
lexicalization of the VOCVs and subjects’ perception of it, tasks two is aimed
to investigate whether or not L1 (English) may influence L2 learners of
Mandarin Chinese. Moreover, the preferred structure for VOCV to live with
can be observed as well in task two. In the questionnaire of task two, two sets
of sentence structures are listed in parallel fashion. The participant is forced to
choose a favored sentence structure. In other words, participants have to
choose the preferred structure between two sentences which contain the same

meaning as shown below in (2).

-11 -
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)
2a.wo dan le zhe ci  tou piao de
Xin
I bound morpheme ASP this election’ ‘s
heart
‘I worry about the election’
AT BHIE
2b. wo dan-xin le zheci  tou
piao

I bound morpheme -heart ASP this election’

‘I worry about the election’

;\‘.j,)%.u 3 fé:x‘;},ﬁ#

Finally, it is worth mentioning that the group consisting with Taiwanese
children with three-year English learning experience is also included so as to
see whether their second language(English) learning experience will influence

their Mandarin or not.

3.2 Hypothesis

At the first sight, the identity of the morpheme seems can be a dominant
factor on influencing the transitivity of the VOCVs. Because bound
morpheme usually consists with relatively more abstract meaning comparing

with free morpheme; the relation between bound morpheme verb and object

-12 -
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Xin of the VOCV should be glued tighter than a VOCV composed with free
morpheme verb and object Xin. Following this line, the VOCV with bound
morpheme as the verb part will be more likely to be treated as a “unit” and
should show the tendency of transitivity consequently. However, according to
Packard (2000), the frequent appeared words is more likely undergone the
process of lexicalization than the less- frequent used words. In other word, if
the frequent-occurred word in a pair of which shared same features indeed
shows the higher tendency of transitivity, it means that people tend to treat
those frequent-used words as a “unit”. Moreover, in Li & Thompson (1989), it
is mentioned in the book that bound morpheme is actually hard to be noticed.
The first hypothesis is therefore formed. The transitivity of the VOCV will be
mainly influenced by the word-frequency, and the identity of the morpheme

will not matter so much in both target group and control group.

In task two, which aims to investigate whether L1 influence play a role
on VOCYV perception or not, the hypothesis is that the united usage of VOCV
is relatively unmarked comparing with separated usage. Therefore, all the
groups will show the similar preference toward united usage. However, since
the separated usage of VOCV is not exist in English, it is possible that the
English speakers will treat this kind of usage of VOCV as a verb-object
phrase and therefore show higher acceptance with the separated usage, they
may tend to like add the aspect marker | le right after the “verb” instead of

taking VOCYV as a whole lexical unit.

- 13-
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4. Result

4.1 Task one: Result

The results of task one showing on figure one and figure two demonstrate
the degree of acceptability on using VOCV as a lexical unit i.e. VOCV is used
as a transitive verb. The first table focuses on the acceptance degree in terms of
the identity of the morpheme that is, whether the verb morpheme is free or
bound within a VOCV.

Acceptance percentage of transitivity of VOV

g (morpheme-based)

8

g -

3 60.00% i

§ 40.00%

B 20.00% ,'

S 0.00% (=

G1CNA G2 ENA G3 CNC G4 ENE

B [Bound morpheme]| 34.20% 43.10% 32.90% 48.00%

[Free morpheme] 31.60% 39.60% 30.80% 59.00%

Figure 1. Acceptance percentage of transitivity of VOCV (morpheme-based)

Note:

G1 Chinese native adult speaker CNA for short

G2 second language advanced learner of Chinese whose native language

is English ENA

G3 Chinese native child speaker CNC

- 14 -
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G4 second language elementary learner of Chinese whose native language
is English ENE

As can be seen on figure one, the identity of the morpheme seems not
crucial in influencing the acceptability of using the VOCVs transitively. In
other words, subjects from both target group and control group will not use
VOCVs as an independent lexical unit even when the first components of the
VOCVs are bound morphemes. The acceptance percentage among these four
groups is generally low and not distinctive. In addition, both bound and free
morpheme composed VOCV acquire similarly low acceptance rate. This
result might arise from the plausible assumption that the participants are not
aware of the distinction between bound and free morpheme as predicted in the

hypothesis made before.

As for figure two, the distinction is made based on the word-using
frequency of the target VOCVs in daily life conversation. Figure two shows
that the degree of acceptance is more saliently differentiated in terms of the
distinction between frequently used VOCV and less frequently used VOCV.
The differences among the four groups are more evident. For the
frequent-used word, the acceptance rate of transitivity is higher than less
frequently used word, this distinction can be observed easily in group one
CNA and group three CNC.

-15-
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Acceptance percentage of transitivity of VOV
(frequency-based)
) 60.00%
g y
£ 50.00%
S 40.00%
[ /
3 30.00% |
2 20.00% |
3 /
5 10.00% |
o 0.00% < /
< G1 G2 G3 G4
CNA ENA CNC ENE
M [Frequent-used word] 40.00% 43.10% 38.40% 57.00%
[Less frequent-used word]| 25.80% 39.60% 25.30% 50.00%

Figure 2. Acceptance percentage of transitivity of VOCV (frequency-based)

4.2 Task two: Result

The percentage on preferred structure of VOCYV is shown in figure three.
As predicted, the preferred structure is united one; the percentage is
considerably higher than the separated structure. However, when taking the
closer look on the percentage of acceptance on separated usage, English
speakers show higher acceptance than the control groups which is also matched
with previous assumptions. Moreover, L2 learning seems play a role on the
acceptance of separated usage of VOCV. While advanced Chinese learner of

English show lower acceptance than the beginners, Taiwanese children who

- 16 -
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learn English for three years show higher acceptance than adults relatively.

The percentage on preferred structure of VOV
(united v.s. Separated)

100.00%
90.00% |’
80.00% |~
70.00% |~
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00% |
0.00%

Y

Acceptance percentage

G1 CAN G2 ENA G3 CNC G4 ENE
H United 90.20% 82.60% 69.20% 89.00%

Separated 16.90% 50.70% 24.90% 71.00%

Figure 3. The percentage on preferred structure of VOCV (united versus
Separated)

5. Discussion

The grammatical judgment tasks here in this paper aim to probe what the
potential factors are for different usages of VOCVs, i.e. used it as a lexical
item or a verbal phrase, which can be separately used. The two underlying
factors manipulated in current study are the morpheme identity of the verb
within a VOCV and the using frequency of a VOCV in daily life. The

-17-
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hypothesis is based on the assumption that the more the word is used in daily
life, the more the possibilities increase for a frequently used VOCV to
undergo the lexicalization process that is, the frequently used words are more
likely to be treated as an inseparable lexical unit. The results of the tasks not
only indicate that the acquisition of the VOCV indeed influenced by L2
leaners’ L1, i.e. English, which is reflecting on the higher acceptance of
separated usage of VOCV regardless both factors manipulated in this study,
but also support the second hypothesis proposed in this study since most of
the native speakers tend to use frequently used VOCVs as a unit which is

consistent with the previous study done by Wang (2008).

Although the results support the hypotheses, there is still one thing should
be added. From  table one, we can see that though both # < and R .« are
frequently used words in Taiwanese’s daily life, the behavior of the two still
differ from each other. Kai Xin is a stative verb in Mandarin Chinese which is
usually an intransitive verb as in = Rg®{%F <, but cannot work as a
transitive verb as in *~ % F < iz % . On the contrary, with the same
structure and everything but only one word different, guan xin can work as an
intransitive verb as well as a transitive verb as in 2% {%k# .= versus # {% B <
iz E . In this case, the problem seems unsolved. However, for this kind of
situation, one possible explanation still can be considered plausible that is,
since lexicalization is actually a “process”, the different behavior between the
words .~ and R < thus can be explained by saying that # «~ and R <
are at the different stages under the change of language. Therefore, in sum,

“lexicalization” in this study indeed could be a reasonable explanation to

- 18 -
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VOCV’s diversity.

For a long time, the acquisition of Mandarin VOCV has been relatively
neglected; this study thus can be applied to second language teaching of
Mandarin so as to facilitate the quality of Chinese teaching. However, more
studies are still needed to be administrated since the target VOCVs in this
study are restricted. In the future study, more VOCVs can be included to see
whether the result is consistent or not. Moreover, various subjects with
different nationalities can be included as well, especially German subjects,
since German has the similar usage of VOCVs as Mandarin. Whether first
language can be a factor or not can be well observed by comparing English
native speakers with German native speakers. Aside from those limitations
above, this paper provides some possible accounts for the different patterns of
VOCVs.

-19-
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MF o -
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- BT

HESHI R R Ry /e ah B (topic-prominence) HYREE © FEEEHYE)
T4ERE T Loy Rys B AR (Mg R i) W5y » HpEaEAER
BiE - BEAENEE - BN A ERES BRI R R - 1R
FUEER AU = GE = 22 aVEURL 20 st I PR BsE A T Bk R s,
TEALEFFHIRAE T - BEEERENAR - BB S E2E R/ AT 7
fE PRI DI Rg o FRBEEIRE - $THEEEFRYDIAETE » Osgood F2H H 24
AR (natural order ) FI/4LEH5A]f7 (salient order) HYWE&SY » Ai# LARA!
FBslE - HEEEM M SR A ZaliE  BEAEDEES LB R T
FEE o DU RHER > 8ot —#E 0 TR ARG T ESFIFREIET o L8
a A (S BRI A ARG o8 =) R AT ) FRYBHEE o ST ¥Rl
s AR - EER N sEE A HEATEP R EENIREEN
KL ARV R E A HAR e Y = BEREE( discourse context ) -
- HHER Y = SRS o s B A R et R B ARG 3 B o U LR A TR SR A
HILE - EAE A PEEl SN BIEAEENTRNE - RiFEEIsEE
BoifetT - PRSI RO W B #aks A —(ERAN e e BB RIE - 0 AR AR
sHVEH 5 [ EH R A - EREast el EinE EE T =
1% LAGR A 5 oA ] A o e e s BB ) o s LS AL B YRR (% > DA
KR BENRTR B S RN G -

> STRRIE] A

—REE Ry > JBE R aE#E (subject-prominent) (UEES > MEEEEATE
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SERESE 2R 22 topic-prominent ) 3= 55 4 Li & Thompson jA 1976 451 2
LIRS 2 o NG s S EEsE - HEE ~ vl > A+
HIGEREFEERE ()BT MR ((XRGE ) WIEESr4HR @ RrEEA
A EERERAS > BEAEN RS —Ealem o WEIEFTR

(1) EBABFEE -

(L) g TEEA S BRI TRYEEE R E AT EE RIS T
TARE ) APEREE - ERNEM ARG - AXFAEEnES T - £5
MEEEEME © ZAMAES A S S T > W AT LAARTE « a0ER] (1)
wEh o S TEEA L AR TR (&Y sEEN A
F o —RAER  shE R B ENE - st AR A AR AR — (R

ERERENE, > EEEE A S TSI o BB (1) AR T iE(E
A B aNE R EhE SR S A IR A s am et T E TR

AEsRsh H R Eest AN - HHEEEEE GRS -

s MR I S i P AE AR S & T A S EE S R
nh R T AN FAHE - BRI ReE SRR ARG - Kiss
(1995) 2 Fi4R Discourse Configurational Langauge — & & E21 4 T 5%
ot~ RIPAIRE ~ ZRREEE - RIEREE - HrsesE -~ BUCHIREE - ZEFEE
ve ¥ MLk ~ FSERE AR SRR PRI S Gl - 383 A Logh = 8
EAEREKEEHHEERE (PIIHEE ) » A Lsh s HREAAE R AR (Bl
DEEIZE - AVRaAS SR ) - A teaE S AV AR FIEEE AN FHRE A4S AR (71
R HGE ) HLeaE S RGN ERREEN A SR ARG R AR IR (BIAIAEE ) -

! C.N.Li, &S. A. Thompson, Subject and Topic (London/New York: Academic Press, 1976),
pp. 457-489.
2 K. E. Kiss, Discourse Configurational Languages (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995).
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EYERE > Kiss (1998)° $2%] FHACRE IR SE ORI AL 6 B 2l
BT E E —(EEER - B (E R —2 - M H
FEB PR LA SR A A ERY SRR - SRR o BRI -

AT

Kiss #EZ8aT5m | R 6 5 P FRIAGLE B ERAY 7= > A aamEl
5 o BREU (2002) ¢ SR A 2RE S R B S (R - (R
ESEE I RERNRE A T RO R > WERIIERESE » AE P EEE 2
LB EEEE - B2 KA BRI E - 0BEFTR -

o

4

3

i

(2 F HAEIE?

B a £#2 1HRo b. ‘b BH4 &t
4 td@eREs?

(G) a HE#A Lt b. “he #4114 E

[EERE (2) 0 (3a) b (3b) 15% > WE "HiE , BHER - U
BREVEAMIE R e E - WREIEHE (4) QI (5a) tE (5b) &
& NREANEEATEE "HE > W2 24, EZE "2
) BHERPREVLE © 5 BB HARR R R S S E HIEE R

(6) nRE- ERTLEEA? (7)) AR RLE- P T
(8) A ¥ LI TeE? (9) A ¥ LEH | T - % o

WA BN (7) K1 (9) &RILAER - MigHy &= © 200
R RAEE (6)0 M (7) B (9) 1a% - RE "8VINE ) 25 5 FEE: -
AL BB AL B R & - AR ERERE (8) > AIIF (9) tE (7) 18

® K. E. Kiss, “Indentificational focus versus information,” Language 71( 1998 ), pp. 245-273.
CBEE CEE R BRSBTS 2 ) (ThEEE S ) 51 2002 4F )» Y 407-408 -
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& NREERHEEERD T8V B8 s " —R > AR T K, B
FIAIK - BB ARATER - 1P (1998) ° M2k T HAREES -
Eatan AN T E SRS R mHIEL Y - R AT H ARE B HIFTE

R T ERZUEE LSS - oy ThRERE E B I T EERE ) /Y
Bk o B —BhE CEBYISEEAMIZE) GRIAIT - i > 1996) ° —Frp
BERAR - R R T AT R E B R PR AT R R R A
BEENT ARAE BN BT - ) MT SRR T AL | o L]
I o 5~ TEE S TEELRERE ) T IR B S FTES AR
B M FCEEE A A E Rt S A THY > Zaiah AR
HELHAAZ RS o EHRERBNNENZHEE A —ERE
Ko HiEMEATERAYEER A S SR HIRESAHE - AR ARSI L R AT
RITTHABIAIFTR > HAIERERAYER 2 B RS

(10) s ? 1258 ?
(11) Awmag-@4 > B g -

SRAE AT TR0 o o A RN S PR R R B K22 AR St & T Y T
% o ARIEA NGRS MR GRS E - BRI RSN EHEE

B AR  E R A B AR BB LS A a0f4)(10)

Fiom > HEERE R (11) SR TaR Tl /% 0 MR T AE
Ry EE T AR R L - W LRI S - TR HAVRES]
NHER RN EFERIVEE R - et - /F R E R ER—E
RNEREE E R —IEERUE AR -

° BIFFE - RZUE - (FEBLEIEFR - SRS T 4y ) > (PEIEESC) 55 4 9 (1998
)0 H 244-245 -
° SRIGUT - i CERETHAEREABAZE) (B E T * IIPG3E HifRtL » 1996 4F ) H 73-74 -
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SR & A TS B A B FUER R — U AR 2 IEIEA)
RALEREE R TTREE B AR — &2 B EL R BEE 2 Osgood (1980 )
T s E SREE R (natural order ) FITL#EEAFE (salient order) A S -
ATE e AR R 25 - ¥IEREENI AL S Bt B nAREE » 12 E 2
EEA SRR BT EMRE - 8UE— (2007) ° ifE—bERIEFAA
SRR RSB R » 2R SRR P R ERFE M EEhRE AT - (1) {5
BHOLERD - (2) (5 EERREA - EEF0RAGREE - A FayRIRE 7
TERT > BTEE TR [EmEB2 R — N ERREY « CHIERT » ¥kl
TE1% - ZRT DAME BH 2 R AR (5 BB R IR 2R FoRAERER 1
A A PR AL ) FNBAEE o A0FIEIFTR

(12) 237 - RAFE o
(13) sz B g > (F5E) Ao o
(14) AP =% ¢ HHhfzd> %o

(15) i thfrA> % APRI =g o

Bie) (12) o> N Rseh &R 7 FTLURERE - EkavE 2
SFRFIIEFE R A (Tai, 1985) 0 ° FF&EANT ; Bilh) (13) AIEERE
AR R HIEE - R A B E SRR R 15 (14)
FOfE) (12) REGHPL - SEhE EER T =g - HAVEs] w7
% sl RE SR EIEP FEAL > B2 Bl1R (15) K 17586

" C. E. Osgood, Lectures on Language Performance ( New York: Springer-Verlag, 1980) .

S HCE— (PO ARESAERE ) o (FEESCEERTSE) S5 4 A2 1 (2007 4F )
H24 -

® J. Tai, “Temporal sequence and word order in Chinese,” in Haiman, J.(ed.), Iconicity in
syntax (Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 1985), pp.49-72. tREA Ry (HFfEIIEP I ERENTRE
Fr) (EHEE) - (BUNESE) - 1988 55— -
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SHIOER TR T ) RIS o SRR E T AT ZIH 9 Ay
SRS SR BB o SR B EIEE R S o MEEEER
FEBEF AN 2 H3F o] DU AR SRAIDIAE AL B IR SRR - FRAE Miller
YEAZE (Miller, 1956) - *° A H95EEASCIE HA 742 (EzESE (chunk) > BT
BN e R A TR R S S B R B (S B
TR BT B AT - it B i P A B -

Sro A ESHEERE - BRI~ B E SR BRI E BN AR - 2
Ry B IREERL © SRVT ~ JiteRd BRI T4l oy Ry AR ¢ AR BRI S LR AR
B FIESAMER - BRNER > REAANGERSRIVERER ~ £ —
TEBETER - A HAEEGREE R AR H R RE Ry B AR R - HL AV R
ELERRL o i R FERE L 5 IR BRI R B » TR AR AR [F] T (S
BHEEENAR - MHEERAMEA R IEA RISy > HARIEAAE © (RIA
SRAGVT ~ JItRHVERTE - B EELEERL - TR E R SRR RS A
s BNIGEE (R7UF > 2002) M ARARN RS - KB AR ARES
EENEL > A I (5 E R AR LR R A= S > A EE Ry FREE
—EENAR - BEHREE A EEEIR > It st A R A <
ail F— B 2850 P B L A Fr— B ARG PR [ AT ke S HVRFIE » T0
sl A ANJSEERI AR B E Ry B -

FHIEE AT BT EE i 825 Z AR 20 8 © {E RS RV ERE & ]
REENAIE 7 6 ~ BN  JTEAS AT » il Osgood 525 HILL < 15
W AR AE PR 2 - AR —(E S 5 H E S HaSm - #hH

19 G. A Miller, (1956). “The magical number seven, plus or minus two: Some limits on our
capacity for processing information,” Psychological Review, 63-2 (1956), pp. 343-355.
HOREIm > CERERARRENE SR (LEESIE 2 ) H 406 -
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Wit R H I 0 TR EERIFEE S S RIS KA - BE
15 HH A4S P i E A DIRE R N A PR B - —(Em) Ry B H
FEERVE 3(Ak4% (discourse context ) » (A /a) - EERE EARERERY o0 A7 > T
B A SSRGS AT & -

B RIREE AR 8 - 1F Bl = JRAYET 3w o SO2 A0l ks - DA
NS - W RN AEE EIRAE SRR AN S 5 RIS EE R
IS BARGE TR > HEACRZIMATES 5 -P YRR &) —0FFIH - 2RIt
BT FHRYSEM A R 2 AE AR > B AR R MY HTREE © SRIABIT
A E CERBUIREsEANITE) (5RIFVT ~ 5t » 1996) P i El 1 &E(H 5
HR RS TR AR el B BUE B AR AR - AUER
FERYESIEERRES - RERFHERZF AR - BIRIFTR

(16) 25 ZZp? =35 KAt ?

4] (16) 1 (17) A% & ) pTESURENZR] > & - TTiFE
WA [E R AR R SR TN A - & "ok RERF - 61 (16)
Sieh o BASHESN S (= T EHZHEEA? ) HENEZRE
EERHER B TH AUER > Wf (17) > SREEE AR A Y
EEAZES - EAEER S E (= "THEAZTH? ) EEHAE
EBIEHE AR - RV EEEREES o 2SR A TR SRR IR
B S YRR 2B N GEREREE > MaAREE - Osgood Al
g ——IREVER A RE AR R B A B SRS A T R RI R KA & > A
e am ] = SRR SR R Ea il e S AR RGP 2 2
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S ARG B el —— BRIV B - RN > LHLIBER
WAL B B RV > A ThRERTsARYATEEMR B - SR A PR
AL B EAMEE R TINM: - AEPRRETEGIBEL - EEUARR
FITE A5 ] 5 — e A EL R S ~ 1R BV R el sa HIRT A AR A
B ERZIROR AR R R B ARG - HLeRiRE B LR R AER
FHFERRAE S PEEE > (E R (E B R R e E -
M E FERE L B AR S 2 BE MR B - SR NS B4R
HEARY L

BT BRI E LS - IR ESRETI L - R EHAAAGE
FIEEES R 2 - (HEEES=E5 Labov $HEHAERS « MERI - PE4R - 1
B S S AR S B LAIRI A BUE — 2 THIIZE - (e R AEE A A
[ERFFE (Labov, 1963) ** BRA - fEHIR 4R AL BT £ _ LA
KE o ErpEREARARES B LE h Z R AR - BB
BRI A FINFE (Labov, 1966) ©° it SFIfER o £ —EFEA
SHE BN EE S S LIV 2 1% > Labov 2852 7 “The Child as Linguistic
Historian™"* —37 » {385 8 F] 12 A0 5l 2 30 = 2 LAy AEE % > Mffe
SRR LR S o EEREE Labov (IFISE 0 B/MEMSEHEER
1% 0 SES R EWHEIEE (Labov, 2001) > *° (EREHARIHIEES #
FH 22 TR T DATERAVAS B - BRI S 3 b T (O e el A T e S 2R

12 W. Labov, “The social motivation of a sound change,” Word,19 (1963) , pp. 273-309.

3 W. Labov, The social stratification of English in New York City (Washington D.C.: Center
for Applied Linguistics, 1966).

1 W. Labov, “The Child as Linguistic Historian,” Language Variation and Change, 1 (1989),
pp. 85-97.

> W. Labov, Principles of Linguistic Change: Social Factors (Malden, Massachusetts:
Blackwell, 2001).
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B EHVSBIHNLS & -

HE  EEG—ZTg » RT3  MEZEMERE - 'R
it~ RERSEFZEES I - Hh X PEREERM A O BRZ -
PRIBITER R 99 42 A LI R (R ds » 1 NpR LA I AREIEE A 425830
HEES T - F—HMBA 82 UiV E BRI mEeE - 7 ilEFRE » 3L
S E S RAEREEANNEMEES - ME—B AT - H 84 (i1 [EIF &R
HEEE o LI DATER  fE28iE R £ih I > sES % (Language contact)
TR ARG - BB R BN R AN BB T S - AR
HHXBANEERN - MBS T ENEATAFMEE » TTUREEES
BB ERE - ARV T E T RSHP SCEREE - FEEER b E
R (2002) VRIS REREDEEE R E S R EYEDE » B
ST BRI EE A R O HYEE S BRI AP 2 BB RE R ARVRE S R 3
WP 5 LR 47~ UHREQ - Crfis s 39 F80% 588
EEFENRE S (R et oK H 2 B R B e B I TP SRS A A PR -
TEEEIER L - B E - Mk (1998) ° MBI T =
Sl T PR RE TR > RE 2 SeE R oy B ¢ 1B EE (revivals) K2
#rellzE (innovations ) » 3l #E—THARIZ IR )7 S EalHVEE R & Loy Rt B
%% (meaning )~ Fri & i = (degeneration ) ~ ¥ 11 [ = % (elevation )
sEE R (broadening) ~ FEE4E/N (narrowing ) DLUKEEEIE5E (litotes)

1 RE TR FETE ¢ (RE 99 AL R EE ) (2011 4F) -

VOEER o (EREEEEEE— O AR EEES AR S e ES) o (B
WH2e) 25 18 H45T] (2000 4F) > B 273-297 -

©OEE - BAE o (BT S Y R E AN E R E) (R
= EFE R Em ) (246 - ) - H 565-583 -

-11 -
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%ﬁﬁo%%*(mm>”mnmﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬂiﬁg‘ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ
JE R S5 [ 5 T A R e e 3 AHESES BT - WS e
BB 3B A S S Ry ﬁﬁmawﬁﬁzg“ﬁmLﬁ@’ﬁ
ZHEHIR R TEE R | (R SR BRI S SR EN A S
W %S%ﬁ%%%xﬁﬁ%@m%%‘ﬂ%%@%?iﬁﬁ%ﬁx’
%LEI%@@%%@%@ﬂL’%QQ%Emxﬁ%%%¢1"
RAAETA > DL T +VP ) FrREfEE&SE SN EEREBEE T L
"H ) ERESERAAE CHER > 1998) - 2 B AR BIER
FIMEHIEES o AR (G 1 B K B (5 R T A i 4 - EE B
o B BT (F43E > 2003) - 2

(eLl ERES HmHBIRE T - AIRIGE S Y D ERVHER BN > 2
ENERT SO ERE 2R 2 EM R E > NILEERBEN
EEERE RS R IR B P AR ARG WEE AT TR -
RIS (2006) * SHEFEn B R sEAE 7 B BV SE - BEBRI G
oo AT Al DUREIRE feat T EEE , (SVO) B T EEE) , (SOV)
sEFP o MAEE P AR EE A BT DAIA R - T HEEE WAL - Bt
ZEAREANEREAES S 28R M - WM AHEZER

s M HE SR R A I o AR Y - 22 AP B P S A AR

kR > (GREDERI R )T s A BB A iE AR ) o (FESCIER ) 55 95 11 (2000 4E) -
T 34-46 -

P R o (EEMRE T ERARNESR BT~ o7 W BT (EEEE
H7) 728 55 3 HH (1998 4F ) » E 299-334 -

2ogE s (BRI B+ VP A (FEREEIRE S R ) 55 3 1] (2003 4F) -
E 162-166

2 REE (B R RS ) (BER © BT KBRS NERE SO B 2 R T
FeHs > 2006 4F) -

-12 -
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Fr b A S PIEE R B T Y | SRV BRI -
S AR - TR A A L T A B S BT JE
ENRAHALA AT <

=~ WA
KR ECEE B (quasi-experiment ) » 25 B H(T 228 A EL L ]
R E RS 0 S e S —ERE R R B BN TR
{F R AT AYRE B 5 B HER 1 B A= > WECsk H A RERATIEEE -
oh -~ HEEREANGES - Mh - FREEN - st EErREY
FERE R THERZE AR EEER > TTREERNIRERIER » 18 5%
£ 25 FRIVZ L Ry e SR A Ll

R 1 PR ) TP e s R L B S S Y E A T E SRR B E A P
s et T 4R

(18a) HAin% v ?
(18b) im AA v ?
(18c) im A wf A2
s = (ERTEE N EEREARER - B e P AN+ FrAYA S5
e AR TR SEMEIALE - (18a) AVEERIEE T E > (18b)
1SR e A E B8 2 > (18c) AVSERIEETERIK - W B 22 &
SR ] = FE M RERY H 1 BRI ST RO R R ) R
L& > A JAIZE)K » FKEEAIZ » FAIZGA %

ZEHENE R BRI E - R EAMRREE S (AL Z28ER - H

- 13-



162 L EE xEFT AR

BRI TEET o1 -

V0~ B FEaE R
FER & T > 45 106 BRI 94 Z 20 - SFE T HiTE 8 Bk
F 81 Bk - EHSH Labov ALY B & A EWIFERY I ACE] R AR
(Labov, 2001)> * FRIEFTSZORMEFTHRE % 5 Al =40 * 34 BELL FAYRTAE
4H7 80 A - 35 % 54 By A4 66 A > 55 pRLL EHVEFLHA 54 A -

FERR BRI - g3 A — B RUE AN RES R A ey - LA
NHTHARE TR B -

1 REERYIAS - EWHEE] TTERAIZ 2 5 TIRATERIZ 2
B TARARIZATE? ) I > ZahE EREIERIZHIEY) - A1 /5l - 4L
HEE - BEEREEE S > 15 59 % - ML E AR R s - #4
TIMTREREAE )T PRI E > NI TieH

2. ZIRF - A2 E AR N SR > 0 0 T A
FAEE FAR AR - S A TR BRI B A G B R AU m] AR S BT
NEEAE NI T LURE -

3. [FINFSZH)] - W EAZaE A —% 8 BV INMZ » HEZR Labov 32
8 BV NZESE R E SN LR - HEE SR EAAIIEER
(Labov, 1989 ) » {HHEHFYMIEHEAE R 2125250 - SEEHFRHEERE=
FIRBRIOE R - NI AVE R T LEH -

4. F7 TEL HYRT - AMEESHERTEE TH L A #WE K

|

0

8 W. Labov, Principles of Linguistic Change: Internal Factors (Malden, Massachusetts:
Blackwell, 1994), pp.86-94.
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Az KELTHIZ » RED T > HENSE AN FE - FBEZ T 0 2
L) YRR TR > JRENE S FEhEE 2 o HERIRR R THD
AUSETTE RS AR S — R R T #0, ZAT - flin T EREEINE R IZ
T REANZHENS |, W AEEHE RN E - EREERRTRRHIE PSR A
BIRYIRA] - WA RS MREREEE B AHEE - NIt EM &R T, AT
A TREH -

5. HMAREDHTHIEIE - Mt ee oty S aais  I2fF - AT
Az - R0 (R TIRADEEARIZ ) BI4EEsEE ) » eSS T A
LN IREseEE A - HMAV R SRR EARE » SiE B AR o AR
BHEE - FEBAREM BERah & HARGER - IR TR

HEPREA E RN RE TR E R Z 1% - /) N o] AR E RS 107 58
WIFR—Fr Horfr 16 21 34 BRAYFFEAH 34 A - 35 £ 54 FRAy e 40 A
55 pRA LHYREAEAE 33 A - LUN Rt im B BRI 40 - RS ST = (EE#
poy I RERS BB P HYEIE © BERTEELE ~ B BE - — EWERIE
HilimZaiad an BRI EE S 2P E -

(=) w § Al
RS 5 AT DK A B T 5 P PUSE
LRI - (18R
2 B - (13EHE)

3. fdnz__ - (MAFEERD)
4. g e (32FERD)

FIUERIEE - BA Tl s o EEEETRIREENRS - £

-15-
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RIWFEHA 32 FER - AT — B L5 A » st SH e ERE R
BAERIE (A —FERIE ) s EBE M (A8 S ) - HEES
AEfEEE e 2 —  HEEwEgEE 1 - R AR
FYSE—BER 0% > FE SN RSB VURE - Al B R 2 AR ARG (1L
ERIRTAK TRTE ) B TRE ) R

L ogiE="__ Az, + " AZ, + T Az
(63 FEHIHKH)
2. BE= "THAIZ__ o, (MAEER)

FERIATER[EEE S ~ 55 RS VU B A AR - FoRERE
AL EIREIFTA AT REETE ¢ BRER BB RIESE = - e R
L RIREVIET « AL MRV > SRR G 23R LUS Wi 5 3
STRPTSAVEER -

(Z) ARF L PR

R TS GES RN S 22 M N BRI BT - 5
DI=REME R 2 E e - B =MEE AR EN L E AR - HerE
ME - ZEHERIRE CHEREE - DB AEES % > V5t EiE
[ A PR THEAE T B > ZE5a SRR YIER & AR - IEHEE
R - Ty REESENE - (ST e SPSS #EfT RTECEERIE -
TRIZERFUIE NG - B EE U &) THIR AR > A amE—E R K
BLfE-ROTiREM IR o R EEMEENOE A RE » 5 EZ—
B Ay - ) EEERRENA T - ERNEE EEERNMA - A
TK—HUR

- 16 -
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poNe % il
ANz e | Rz e \FAIZ. e | Rz
(HEERAZ, 2 15 4 8 9
MIRE R(TIEERIZ 2 2 9 7 17
TR PEE 2 1 0 29 6

?3(_‘

WEE—FrR > =L PIREAEE - EFEE R 2

o[BI T Az e HIEERIR S
[H%& T Az ) AEEHIRE

A

EEEE IR ? ) B
EFEE TIRAIZAE? o [
o JHIEEBIR S - BT g JRE T ARz

Y T A AR RS » BRI RELE 25 ZE BRI LR o '6= 56.718 (p<.001* ) »

EERIHEE /KA - HEBE S BGY

e

B e AR E TR R E T

(Ho=FTRZ A& » —E%E T HAIZ

ERIE
A& ®wE
(HIERARIZ 2 28 8
M R(TEEARIZ ? 28 7
TRAIZATEE 2 7 29

=

-17-
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WR_FR > &R EE M E A E (CAERRIZ 2 ) 3R
s EIEhEE 2 [ (TRTEERIZ 2 ) B > B PERET BRI S -
Z 0 FEEEMEEMLA AR TARRIZTEE 2 ) 0 AR R R RTE Y ER B
= o x’2= 56.718 (p<.001*) » ERCRIREFIFEE /KA o Ll W EZES
A AR RS BT F R ALY AR - 12 T RE A2 B 5 Bk AREE Y
s 2 iR R A] SR R R Y A B T A o

(Z) & R 58

FRIAFEMRVES TREARTER > FERZE2% Labov A
AT B B A WAV I RE AR B A - SRS ~ P -
EEZM > B REEARERR - MAFFHE (16 £ 34 5%) 34 A~
FEAH (35 E(54 5% ) 40 A~ =4 (55 kbl b)) 33 A e

AEHRAVERFIREBNECAEZR? BT HEEEME > £5
[FEIREEE AR G BcaEEtae - = E it Rr R ERY G2 -
PUN 2EAFEEARATE, R EFT -

EEMUE
AT %E
HE 13 21
FERAER  HaE 22 10
AR 23 10

r=

HR="H > FHEEEEMRENFERS - PEEMEEEANE

- 18 -



—_— 2] 4 € > pas 7. ¢ ’ 2 ; Z‘
PR R g D 167

FIEMETL HIGE » 2= 8.807 (p=.012*) » EFFHE/KHE - AAMEATHE A
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The First NTU Postgraduate Conference on
Teaching Chinese as a Second Language

Submission Deadline:
20-Dec-2012

Call for Papers:
Location:

National Taiwan University

Conference topics include, but are not limited to:

-Chinese teaching method

-Chinese linguistics

-Material and information of technology about Chinese teaching
-Chinese society and culture

-Second language acquisition

-The current situation about domestic and overseas Chinese teaching

Format of Abstract Submission:
Please use the “submission form” (see Forms) to submit your paper.

Word Limit: maximum of 1000 words (including references and key words)

Contact:
-Please send the .doc file as attachment to: 100146003 @ntu.edu.tw

-All papers will be reviewed anonymously.

Duration for each paper presenter:

25 minutes (15 minutes presentation; 10 minutes Q&A)
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